SIMS .net Workstation Setup - Windows XP Professional
1. Introduction.

These notes explain the process of setting up a new Windows XP workstation in a school to run SIMS .net. It explains the steps needed to ensure the workstation is set up correctly to run SIMS .net. This document assumes that the workstation is a Windows XP Professional workstation, and is already connected and functioning correctly on the network and has access to the server on which SIMS is installed.

2. System Requirements

In order to run SIMS, the following conditions apply:

Minimum Hardware specifications (as at December 2006)

· Pentium 1Ghz (Minimum.)

· 512 Mb Memory (Minimum 1024MB strongly recommended.)

· Microsoft Office must be already installed on the machine in order to run some SIMS Applications, including Assessment Manager and SIMS .net Reporting

Operating Systems:  The following operating systems are suitable for running SIMS.

· Windows XP Professional (Recommended)

· Windows Vista (Supported by Capita, but not yet tested within Somerset)

Windows NT4 is no longer supported, and while it currently still runs SIMS without too many problems, there are a number of known issues with SIMS on this operating system.  It is also possible that a future upgrade if SIMS will be incompatible with this version of Windows.

Windows 2000 workstation will not be supported after February 2008.

NOTE : Windows 95, 98, Millennium Edition (ME) and Windows XP Home Edition are not supported by SIMS and must not be used to access administration systems.

The Screen resolution for running SIMS .net needs to be set to 1024 x 768.  This may cause the display from some applications to appear quite small.

A Minimum Hardware advice document from Capita is available on SiX via the following link:

http://www.six.somerset.gov.uk/sixv3/content_view.asp?did=4591
The user logged in to the network must have full permission to the SIMS data on the network. This is held in the SIMSAREA share on the server on which SIMS is installed (normally either PDCxxxx (Primary and Special schools) or SQLxxxx (Secondary and Middle schools) [where xxxx is the school DfES number]

A network drive mapping for the drive S: must be made to the SIMSAREA share.  This mapping is normally automatically made during the network logon process.

SIMS Users, when logged in on a workstation must also be able to:

· Have local administrator access to the machine

· Have full read/write access to the local C: drive

· Have full read/write access to the S: drive

· For remote support purposes, if there is a firewall in place either on the workstation or elsewhere in the school, this needs to be set to allow TCP/IP traffic on port 6129.

· No restrictions on Right Click with the mouse

· Full access to Control Panel

· Screen Resolutions of 1024 x 768 or greater
· Be set to use ‘Small Fonts’ as ‘Large Fonts’ can cause some display issues in some modules’  
3. Local Administrator Access

All users of SIMS need to have administrator privileges to the local machine.  This is set up as follows:

3.1. Log on as an administrator to the network on the new workstation.
3.2. Right click on My Computer and select Manage 
3.3. From the navigation tree select : - Computer Management (Local) - System Tools - Local Users and Groups – Groups
3.4. Double click the group 'Administrators' then click [Add..]
In the ‘Enter the object names to select’ box type in the name of a network group of which all staff* are a member then click [Add..] then Click [OK], [Apply], [OK]
* Note: On a server installed to Somerset standards, this group will normally be “gsgstaff” if the main server is Windows 2000 or 2003

4. Workstation Update for SQL & SIMS .net Modules
4.1. Select [Start] | [Run]  and in the Open box type:
S:\SIMS\SETUPS\SIMSPerm.bat {Domain name}\gsgstaff [OK]
Where {Domain name} is the school network domain name and gsgstaff is a network group to which all staff are assigned
4.2. Select [Start] | [Run]  and in the Open box type:

S:\Infrastructure\ SIMS .Net Infrastructure Update.EXE [OK]
Note: If this file is not present on  the school system, it can be downloaded using the following instructions available on SiX:  http://www.six.somerset.gov.uk/sixv3/content_view.asp?did=16713
[Next] on Welcome screen

[Next] on Start Installation screen

[Finish]

4.3. Select [Start] | [Run]  and in the Open box type:
S:\SIMS\SETUPS\SIMSInst.exe [OK]
Ensure that ONLY the following option is ticked.

( This computer will be used as a SIMS Workstation

[Settings >>]

Check the following settings:

Store SIMS Setups in the directory:  

S:\SIMS\SETUPS

Install Local SIMS applications in the directory: 

C:\Program Files\SIMS\SIMS .net

Install SIMS applications in the shared directory: 

S:\SIMS

Install Finance applications in the directory: 

C:\Program Files\SIMS\Finance
[<< Back]

[Install]

[Yes]

[Close]

4.4. Run SIMS .net

When asked to ‘Locate SIMS on your system’, select:

I can access a SIMS ‘Connect.ini’ file at another location.

[Open]

In the filename box type ‘s:\sims\connect.ini’

[Open]

[OK] 

Note:
The above instructions are for a basic workstation that will run everything except FMS6, Personnel, Launcher and any modules only accessed via Launcher.  

FMS6 Setup

If access to FMS 6 is required on this workstation, the following additional notes will also need to be applied:

FMS 6 Setup Notes
SIMS Launcher Setup

If access to SIMS Launcher, Personnel 7, System Manager (DOS) or any other older SIMS modules for checking historical information is required on this workstation,
the following additional notes will also need to be applied:

SIMS Launcher Setup Notes
5. FMS6 Workstation Setup Notes
This section ONLY needs to be run on workstations required to run the SIMS FMS6 finance application.
5.1. [Start] | [Run] CMD [Enter]

5.2. Copy S:\SIMS\SETUPS\FMSApplication*.* S:\CPBAK [Enter]
5.3. Exit [Enter]

5.4. Insert the Spring 2005 upgrade CD.  If the CD does not Autorun, the welcome screen can be accessed by:

[Start] | [Run] x:\AUTORUN.EXE [OK] Where x: is the drive letter of the CD drive
5.5. [Finance>>]
5.6. [FMS 6.78 Modules>>]

5.7. [Accept]

5.8. [Install/Upgrade FMS Modules]

5.9. A warning screen may be displayed about FMS being installed on a network drive
Click [Yes] on this message
5.10. Select which modules to install:

( FMS 6.78

( Budget Planning 6.78

( Equipment Register 6.78

( Accounts Receivable 6.78

( Run SIMS Database Upgrade  ( This option must not be selected

[Next >]

5.11. [Bottom button] – Click here if you are installing FMS to be used on a network

5.12. At the pink warning message

[Next >]

5.13. Network Installation Components

( Workstation

( This option should be selected
( SIMS Applications  
( This option should be selected

( Netware Server  
( This option must not be selected

( Windows Server 
( This option must not be selected on any workstation

[Next >]

5.14. Where is the SIMS Directory?

C:\Progra~1\sims\finance

[Next >]

5.15. SQL Anywhere Network Protocols
( TCP/IP 

[Next >]

5.16. Sybase SQL Anywhere Database Engine

C:\SQLANY50
[Next >]

5.17. SIMS SQL Database Files

D:\SIMSAREA\SIMS\SQL – The drive used must be the physical drive letter on which SIMSAREA is located on the server.  This is normally D:

[Next >]

5.18. [Next >]

5.19. [Next >]  ( After clicking this the main upgrade will take place

5.20. Close the SIMS Applications window and exit from the upgrade CD

[<<Back] [Exit] [Exit]

5.21. [Start] | [Run] CMD [Enter]
5.22. Copy S:\CPBAK\FMSApplication*.* S:\ SIMS\SETUPS [Enter]  If prompted to overwrite files answer Yes to all
5.23. Exit [Enter]

5.24. [Start] | [Run] S:\SIMS\SETUPS\FMSApplicationSetup.exe [OK]

5.25. Any desktop icons for FMS6 should now be deleted and re-created by:

· Right click on the shortcut icon and delete

· [Start] | [Programs] | [SIMS Applications]

· Right click on SIMS FMS Module and drag it to the desktop

· Select [Copy Here] from the pop-up menu

Please note : Some school network policies prevent users from creating shortcuts on their desktops.  For these schools SIMS .net will have to be run from the Start menu. If the Start menu shortcut is incorrect, please contact your school Technician who should be able to correct the shortcut for you. The correct path for the SIMS .net shortcut is:
  "C:\Program Files\SIMS\Finance\FMSLoad.exe" Finance.EXE
[Back]
6. SIMS Launcher Workstation Setup Notes
This section ONLY needs to be completed on workstations that need to run SIMS Launcher to access System Manager (DOS), Personnel or other old modules for viewing historical data.

6.1 Identifying Workstations to SIMS

This section needs to be completed while still logged on to the network as an administrator.

6.1.1 Each workstation to be used to run SIMS must be uniquely identified by a setting LANID (an environment variable). If two or more workstations have the same LANID data corruption may occur.

6.1.2 Workstations are defined in the SIMS System Manager module (Via Route F – Workstation Definitions). The LANID setting on each machine is passed to SIMS on running SIMS Launcher, and corresponds with the Station Number in SIMS System Manager
6.2 Setting the Environment Variable LANID

There are three steps to setting up a workstation LANID for using SIMS. These are:

6.2.1 Log in to SIMS on a workstation already capable of running SIMS as a user with full access to the System Manager (DOS) module

6.1.1 Create a new Workstation within the SIMS System Manager (DOS) module through Route F. 

· The next available free workstation number should be used. This needs to be a two digit number in the range 01 to 89, make a note of this number as it will need to be used in the next two steps.
· The name should identify the machine & location e.g. SCC10124 – Main Office.

· Remember to give this workstation access to the modules it needs to run by highlighting the workstation and selecting F5. Tag the modules that will be run on this workstation by highlighting the modules and pressing Enter.
6.2.2 Log off of this workstation

6.2.3 Back on the new workstation which is being set up to run SIMS, add an Environment Variable for LANID in the AUTOEXEC.NT file by:
· select Start | Run and in the Open box type: 

· NOTEPAD  %SystemRoot%\system32\AUTOEXEC.NT
· click ok

· Page down to the bottom of this file, and on a new line add the text: SET LANID=xx  (where xx is the workstation number allocated in the previous step.)

· Press the keys <Alt> then <f> then <x> then <Enter> to save and exit.

6.2.4 Add a System Environment Variable for LANID in the System Properties | Environment area and put SIMS on the path.

· Right Click on My Computer then Left Click Properties.

· Select the Advanced (tab) 

· Click the Environment Variables button

· Click on the System Variables | New button (The lower of the two New Buttons). 

· In the Variable Name box type LANID and in the Variable Value box type nn (where nn is the LANID of the machine)

· Click OK.

· In the System Variables section highlight the variable called Path and click on the Edit button.

· Add the following to the END of the 'Variable Value' line: -
;S:\SIMS;
· Click OK as many times as needed to exit to the desktop.

6.3 The CONFIG.NT File
6.3.1 Modify the CONFIG.NT file if necessary by:
· select Start | Run and in the Open box type: 
· NOTEPAD %SystemRoot%\system32\CONFIG.NT
· Page down to the bottom of this file, and check the last five lines contain the following (correct them if necessary):

dos=high, umb
device=%SystemRoot%\system32\himem.sys
device=%SystemRoot%\system32\ansi.sys
files=255 

shell=%SystemRoot%\system32\command.com /e:4096
· Press the keys <Alt> then <f> then <x> then <Enter> to save and exit
6.4 Shut down and restart the workstation, logging in as a user who has access to SIMS.

6.5 Run The SIMS Workstation Setup Program

6.5.1 Copy the IDAPI folder from S:\ to C:\
6.5.2 Select Start|Run and type S:\SIMS\WSSETUP\WSSETUP.EXE<Enter> to run the SIMS Workstation setup. Follow the on screen instructions, which is normally a matter of clicking on the Next and Finish buttons. When prompted for a path for SIMS, ensure this is set to S:\SIMS
6.5.3 If prompted to install a fresh copy of the BDE (Borland Database Engine) or use an existing version, select the option to install a new copy and ensure the path for this is set to C:\IDAPI.

Note: It is likely that the workstation will automatically be shut down and restarted at the end of this upgrade.

6.6 The SIMS.INI File.

6.6.1 Select [Start] | [Run] and in the Open box type: 

Notepad %SystemRoot%\SIMS.INI 
Click [ok]
6.6.2 Add the following two lines at the beginning of the file if not already present:

[Setup]
SIMSPif=S:\SIMS\SIMSNT.PIF (Please note the SIMSPif is case sensitive)

6.6.3 Press the keys <Alt> then <f> then <x> then <Enter> to save and exit.

6.7 The SIMSNT.PIF File

This file is used by the system to determine how DOS modules run when selected from Launcher.  To check the details of this file:

6.7.1 Select [Start] | [Search], then [All Files and Folders]
6.7.2 In the all or part of the filename box enter SIMSNT.PIF 

6.7.3 In the Look in box enter S:\ then press [Enter] to start the search

6.7.4 This should result in one file (in the S:\SIMS folder) being listed.  Right Click on this file and select Properties.

6.7.5 Select the Program Tab
6.7.6 Edit the contents of the Cmd line box to read: s:\sims\system\station.%LANID%\SIMS.BAT %1 %2
6.7.7 Delete the contents of  the Working: box and leave this blank

6.7.8 Click on [OK] to save these changes.

6.8 The CONFIG.NT File
6.8.1 Modify the CONFIG.NT file by:

· Select Start | Run and in the Open box type: 

· NOTEPAD %SystemRoot%\system32\CONFIG.NT
· Page down to the bottom of this file, and change the last line to the following:

REM shell=%SystemRoot%\system32\command.com /e:4096
· Press the keys <Alt> then <f> then <x> then <Enter> to save and 

exit.

6.9 BDE Settings
6.9.1 Modify the 16 Bit BDE configuration by:

Select Start | Run and in the Open box type: 

C:\IDAPI\BDECFG.EXE

· Check the configuration file loaded (as shown in the title bar at the top of the window) is C:\IDAPI\IDAPI.CFG.  If the correct configuration file is not loaded, exit BDECFG.EXE and correct the paths stored in C:\WINDOWS\SIMS.INI (2 corrections) and C:\WINDOWS\WIN.INI (3 corrections).

· Go back into C:\IDAPI\BDECFG.EXE. For the PARADOX driver, change the NET DIR to S:\SIMS\LOCKDIR
· On the System Tab, set LOCAL SHARE to TRUE and MAXFILEHANDLES to 121 Save Changes.
[Back]
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