RECOMMENDATIONS
Environmental Sustainability
1:   Government must ensure that planning
authorities address location and other relevant issues in considering new school applications in order to meet low carbon targets.
2:   Greater focus should be placed on using passive design features as a means of reducing energy consumption in schools, although not to the exclusion of complex technologies.
3:   PfS must focus on addressing behaviour change in schools as the primary method of delivering low-carbon schools.
4:   The Zero Carbon Task Force should assess the respective merits for cost-effective action to reduce the carbon footprint in existing schools as against the attempt to make new schools zero carbon.
5:    PfS should immediately begin piloting Soft Landings in new BSF schools.
6:   Government must ensure that, where possible, all new PFI projects place responsibility for energy consumption with the contractor. PfS should also explore methods of ensuring that contractors in non-PFI projects are held liable for delivering operational outcomes predicted at the design stage.
7:   Greater weighting must be given to
environmental sustainability in the evaluation of bids to deliver BSF schools. PfS should develop methodologies to evaluate the environmental sustainability aspects of bids to provide consistency and generate momentum.
8:   Government should utilise the potential for BSF to act as an exemplar in relation to the UK's broader sustainability agenda.
Transformational Learning
9:   Government must provide additional ring-fenced funding to resource the development of the Strategy for Change.
10: The DCSF must ensure there is clarity over educational transformation and provide local authorities with the guidance, support and encouragement to pursue it.

11: PfS must not permit ill-prepared local authorities to enter BSF and, correspondingly, Government must not prioritise the timeliness of delivery over
quality.
1 2: Government must formalise CPD as part of BSF with ring-fenced funding to ensure that teachers are able to properly utilise new buildings and deliver educational transformation.
13: Government must create the space necessary to allow educational transformation by giving innovative schools some leeway under the current assessment framework in the short term and investigate how the assessment framework can be harmonised with the goal of educational transformation in the long term.
14: The Department must ensure that educational transformation addresses climate change, providing students with an understanding of its existence and causes, and the skills and knowledge to tackle it and adapt to its effects.
Community Regeneration
15: LAs should be encouraged to view BSF investment as an opportunity to attract further investment into the local area as a means of addressing community regeneration. This can take place both through the LEP or more generally in the area.
16: The Department should place an obligation on BSF schools to engage in meaningful and locally appropriate forms of collaboration with schools in their area.
1 7: The Department must investigate developing an accountability system which recognises a school's attempts to engage with the broader community.
Procurement
18: PfS should develop robust and transparent criteria for determining the client capability of local authorities. Based on their performance against this criteria, more capable authorities should be afforded flexibility within the standard procurement model, whilst less capable authorities should be provided with a tighter framework within which to work.
