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[image: ]
Query
Advice on configuring a barcode reader to work with an MLS library system
Solution
MLS provide barcode configuration sheets for devices that we sell and for a number of scanners that we have helped users configure in the past. Should you not find your device listed, the details in this article explain some important elements you should think about when configuring the device for use with your system.
Barcode Symbologies
A symbology is effectively what translates a barcode into a value. There are many barcode symbologies all with different specifications that detail what makes up the barcode. Depending on where you have printed (or purchased) your barcodes from will depend on what symbologies are used in your library.
When you configure a scanner, it is likely you will need to specify the symbologies that the scanner can read. If you have generated barcodes from an MLS system then you should program your device to read the Code 39 symbology but you may need to configure it to read others if you use different symbologies in your library.
One of two things usually happens when you scan a barcode that is a symbology that cannot be interpreted by your device. Either the scanner will be unable to read the barcode at all or the outputted value will be completely different to what the label shows.
Prefix
One of the most important things about configuring your barcode scanner is the character that is prepended to the barcode after it is scanned. Most barcode reader manufacturers release accompanying documentation on their websites that contain full configuration manuals, detailing how you can change the configuration of a barcode scanner. Usually they are very expansive as there may be many ways the device needs to be set up.
Barcode readers can be configured in all sorts of ways but for the purpose of configuring your device to work with an MLS system, we strongly recommend that you setup your device to prepend the tilde (~) character to the barcode. The reason for this is so that Junior Librarian or Eclipse can detect that the value has been sent from a barcode scanner and can intelligently process it.
The way that you achieve this greatly depends on the documentation and how the scanner works but usually you are looking for a "prefix", "prepend" or "preamble" section that explains this in detail.
User Options
You are likely to find many optional settings when you are reading the documentation. These will vary from manufacturer to manufacturer but usually there will be options such as 'disable trigger' and 'disable beep'.
These can be configured as desired and do not affect the use the scanner with an MLS system.
Testing your Reader
The best way to test your barcode configuration is to scan a barcode into an application like Microsoft Notepad or Word. You can also use the command prompt to see the 'raw' output.
When a scanner is configured correctly it should output the number with a prepended tilde, like the below.
· ~000293
· ~662773
· ~R99384
· ~B6F3994
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Manufacturer Model  Notes Configuration

Doc
Cipherlab 1000 Normally supplied by MLS from 2003 until 2013
1070 Normally supplied by MLS, between 2013 until 2015.
Zebex 23220 These devices are readily configured with the tide.
Supplied by MLS from September 2015 to date.
23250 Bluetooth device primarily used for Stock Check
Opticon OPN-  Bluetooth device primarily used for Stock Check
2005
Universal A configuration document that works with many Opticon
barcode scanners.
Datalogic 6065, Previously supplied by MLS from 1995 unti 2003
5065
wasp WWS800 This device is not supplied by MLS
Honeywell 3800 This device i not supplied by MLS




