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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 6: Breaking free of the timetable and the constraints of a school day 
 
Access to learning from any location at times suitable to the learner allows teachers to blur 
the distinction between formal, non-formal and informal learning. Learning is no longer seen 
as being sandwiched between a series of bells and students can utilize a highly developed 
set of social networking skills that serve them so well in the schoolyard to support their own 
learning. The following ideas and examples show how the UniServity cLc can help support 
this approach. 
 
 Ideas: 

• Set ‘thinking’ homework which allows the students to discuss and construct learning 
using forums, surveys and blogs. These learning conversations can be captured as 
evidence 

• Consider the use Podcasts and feeds so that students can access learning at times 
and in places best suited to their needs 

• Create resourced learning experiences that require little teacher intervention. 
Consider your own use of questioning. Remember that you will only get what you ask 
for so be clear about expectations. 

• Consider the use of video for asynchronous learning. 
• Create communities where students have editing rights so that they can download 

and upload resources at times to suit them. 
• Make use of ePortfolios as collaborative learning environments 
• Set guidelines for students to update their homepages. Develop the social networking 

using ePortfolios and the User directory and then capitalise on these informal 
networks when tasking the students with work. 

• Build the need for collaboration into out of hours tasks. 
 
 
In this example, six-year-old students in three 
time zones can be seen collaborating on the 
same piece of poetry. 

 
Students in this Hong Kong school frequently 
stay behind so that they can host video 
conferences with their UK partner school. The UK students have to come into school early to 
compensate for the 7-hour time difference. The schools record the sessions so that they can 
be played back at any time the students wish to review their work. 
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Breaking free of the timetable and the constraints of a limited school day 
 

 
 
 
Podcasting makes key lessons 
available on demand.  
 
 

 
A podcast is a digital media file, 
or a series of such files, that is 
distributed over the the internet 
using syndication feeds for 
playback on portable media 
players and and personal 
computers. Students were are to 
download lesson content and 
revision links at home. The term 
‘podcast,’ like ‘radio,’ can mean 
either the content itself or the 
method by which it is syndicated; 
the latter is also termed 
podcasting. 
 
 

 
 
 
This teacher has recorded her 
whiteboard screens and actions. 
Wearing a headset meant that she was 
also able to capture her voice, making 
this lesson on phonics available on 
demand. 
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Breaking free of the timetable and the constraints of a limited school day 
 
 

 
 
The UniServity “Our Future “ project offers learners and teachers a fully resourced learning 
experience, requiring out of hours collaboration and knowledge construction. 
Forums and surveys require discussion with parents. Students are asked to collaborate with 
learners in different time zones. The look and feel of the project is engaging and the authors 
have high expectations of all participants. Forums and surveys are timed to maintain focus 
and to scaffold thinking and their lifespan ensures that they do not deteriorate. Learners are 
independent of their teachers and required to make decisions based upon the outcomes of 
their collaborations. Ask your CSM for details of how your students can be involved. 
 
 
This teacher has supported her students by 
using the survey tool to build a learning 
journey in a similar way that she has created 
web quests in the past. She has added links 
to a range of resources and questions to 
guide the thinking of her year 7 students. The 
learners have been given deadlines to 
complete all sections as homework. Some 
students worked through the whole resource 
in one go whereas others used the support in 
lessons before advancing through each 
section. The responses of all students were 
automatically captured and shared for peer 
review and teacher evidence of learning. 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 7: Authenticated Learning - authenticity and purpose 
 
As lessons give way to problem solving and enquiry learning, students need to be presented 
with authentic problems to solve. By definition these should involve authentic audiences, 
authentic collaborators and importantly; authentic assessors. The following ideas and 
examples show how the UniServity cLc helps support this approach. 
 
Ideas: Define student roles within groups: e.g project manager, information manager, buyer 
etc… Use the task tool to request student applications for roles. Allow visibility and a forum 
so they can ‘interview’ each other online. 
 

• Connect learners with appropriate experts, collaborators and audiences for the task at 
hand 

• Plan for authentic research. Use surveys and forums to assess what needs to be 
learnt 

• Use forums and surveys to assess learning outcomes / changed behaviours 
• Give students choices so that they can invest in an area of personal interest 
• Use ePortfolios to allow students to pursue related studies in tandem with class 

based and out of hours learning 
• Engage experts to support the learning whilst you, the teacher support the learning 

process. 
• Build thinking and discussion time into planning 
• Use class calendars to for project management; setting deadlines 
• Use messaging for internal ‘company’ or ‘client’ memos 

 

 
In this example, year 4 students have been 
connected with a year 1 class. They have 
been tasked to create a book for a younger audience. They used the survey tool to carry out 
research to assess their audience’s needs. They looked at the responses for common criteria 
and then used these to create an assessment framework, which they then pushed to the 
younger students following their presentations of their prototype books. These criteria were 
supplemented by additional elements following a trip to the library to look at how other 
authors had solved the same problem. The feedback from the target audience was then 
incorporated into the designs before the children were presented with the final versions. 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this example, students from Stroud High School are gathering evidence from primary 
sources for a global collaboration on diet and lifestyles. The teacher has used forums and 
surveys to collect genuine data, address misconceptions and validate research 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose 
 

 
 
UniServity and the British 
Council have collaborated to 
produce the groundbreaking 
‘Climate Cool’ project aimed at 
secondary schools around the 
world. 
 
In this project, students have 
access to media rich, authentic 
data from observatories, 
scientists and explorer vessels 

around the world. They have support from experts in the field and access to articles, learners 
and teachers from across the globe. Taking articles from leading newspapers as starting 
points, students in each country look at how the issues presented affect them. They look for 
commonalities, possible local and global solutions and ways of advocating change locally 
and internationally. Students and school are required to measure their global footprints and 
share their results. Through access to communities and social networking, learners can 
share solutions and attempts to reduce their impact on the environment whilst forming 
groups to pursue their own climate related lines of enquiry. Contact your CSM for information 
on how you may be able to take part. 
 

�������������������  
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose� �  
 
 

 
Year 1 students studying Toys 
in the past used forums and 
surveys to collect evidence 
from parents and grandparents. 
The Toys were then shared and 
discussed using custom pages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In this example, a 
Year 2 teacher has 
used forums and 
surveys designed with 
his students to find out 
about the places 
visited by the children 
in the class and their 
parents and 
grandparents when 
they were 7 years old. 
The results were 
shared using a free 
download from 
www.World66.com so 
the children could see 
that the world is 
becoming a smaller 
place. 
 
 
 
Parents and grandparents were then asked to submit their holiday photographs and 
memories for inclusion in a series of custom pages. The children compared the experiences 
of their families with their research on holidays 100 years ago. 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
In this Lower 6th 
Business Studies Unit, 
students were 
supported in setting up 
their own businesses. 
They used the cLc to 
collaborate, project 
their brand, publish 
cash flow and financial 
information and track 
the progress of their 
enterprises. 
 
 

 
 
Students were mentored and supported by teachers and several businesses, giving real life 
examples and experiences to the project. The project covered several key areas of the 
national curriculum 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 8: Personalised Learning 
 
Personalized learning has the potential to refocus learning on the individual rather than the 
institution; to take the roots of best practice in schools and then make this available for all, 
anytime and anywhere.  In its simplest form, personalized learning is about tailoring 
education to the individual’s needs, interest and aptitude, giving children a degree of 
ownership of the learning process and affording them the opportunity to have a voice and a 
choice with regard to learning in order to ensure that every child reaches their full potential. 
Giving pupils their own dedicated learning space, whether for an individual pupil or for a 
particular interest or ability group, adds a new dimension and level of ownership to the 
personal learning process. Here are some ideas and examples of how the UniServity cLc 
helps support this approach: 
 

• The virtual classroom community belongs to the community itself. 
• Manage the user interface to ensure the cLc meets the needs of individual users 
• Carefully consider the management of ePortfolios in your school.  
• Use ePortfolios for capturing learning conversations and target setting 
• Offer multiple routes through learning materials.  
• Take care to allocate resources and groups to targeted students to cater for individual 

needs and allow for flexible ‘setting’ within a class. 
• Offer students choice in learning pathways 
• Give students ownership of their own areas of the platform where they can pursue 

their own interests 
• Give students the tools they need to be independent 

 
 

Carefully consider the needs of your users when establishing the look and 
feel of your cLc. This example shows an image driven navbar supports 
accessibility for all users in the school. 
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Personalised Learning 
 

 
The Year 1 community has kept navigation 
to a minimum, using icon driven menus on 
the homepage. 
 
To further personalise access, this student 
was allocated a look and feel more suited to 
her individual needs. 
Her ‘My Panel’ has been replaced with an 
icon driven menu to simplify navigation. 
 
Lucy’s ePortfolio Home Page paints has 
been edited to include a media rich digital 
narrative containing text, graphics, flash, 
video and sound. She has embedded web 
applications to convey her digital identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
She has added useful elements such as this web clock. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
She has added interest and detail, essential 
to encourage social networking via the user 
directory, such as this digital fish tank and 
personal animation. She has also placed a 
recording of a personal welcome message on 
her page using a simple sound recorder. 
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Personalised Learning 
 

 
Finally, Lucy has recognised that her homepage is also 
a collaborative desktop and an environment with the 
potential to support her own learning. Consequently, 
she has added links to her favourite websites and sites 
that will support her learning. 
 
She has published folders to students, teachers and her 
parents and her teacher has systems in place which 
require her to select and reflect on her own work before 
publishing for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
 
 
In this example, year 10 students are studying the 
impact of Martin Luther King on life and attitudes in the 
USA today. 

 
 
 
The teacher has created a community called ‘History Set 1’ which is only visible to 4 students 
with identified special needs. These students can access the materials available to their 
peers in addition to resources that better meet their needs.  
 
These students can access similar information using video clips and sound files. Text is 
larger and at a level appropriate for their reading age. Access to these differentiated 
materials means that these students can still engage in the discussion forums on the main 
community group with their peers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This school is focused on developing learners 
to be autonomous. They have given each year 
group a Learners Toolbox containing 
resources, planning guides, notes and rubrics 
accessible anywhere and ant anytime the 
children might need them. Students can 
download materials from an age appropriate 
resource bank within each year group 
community. 
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Personalised Learning 
 
 

 
This school makes innovative use of forums to capture thinking. In this forum, children are 
encouraged to add examples where they have ‘worn’ one of the six De Bono thinking hats. 
Each year group has a copy of the same forum and the teachers throughout the school 
compare the children’s additions, looking for continuity and progression in the development 
of thinking in the school. 

For the students, they have a growing bank of 
statements, questions and phrases that can be 
used to make them more effective learners 
and their understanding of the 6 hats is 
deepened. 
 
At the end of units of work, the students are 
asked to complete a survey reflecting on their 
thinking and setting personal targets for the 
Unit ahead. 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 9: Student Voice and Choice 
 
Student Voice is the means by which students articulate their needs and become partners in 
their own learning, negotiating ownership with their tutors and collaborators. 
Try to avoid token school councils with limited ‘safe’ remits such as uniform, school meals 
and playground environment discussions. These can serve to build up trust and demonstrate 
to students that their voice is heard before moving on to broader issues concerning school 
management, school policies, the curriculum and the recruitment of staff. Here are some 
ideas and examples of how UniServity cLc helps support this approach: 
 
Students determining their own learning pathways- Ideas: 

• Use forums to share, discuss and decide on learning choices 
• Incorporate as much choice into planning. Consider the skills, knowledge and attitudes 

before content where appropriate. If these can be developed with different areas of 
study of greater appeal or relevance to learners then consider extending learner 
options 

• Collaborate with other school. Form clusters or 14-19 federations offering extended 
choices to learners. 

 
Giving students a voice: learner democracy 

• Use surveys for polls and voting, requesting student feedback, anonymous evaluation 
         of school systems and procedures 

• Student owned groups 
• Student eMagazines 
• Video blogs 
• Manage ePortfolios to allow social networking 
• Encourage ‘Facebook style’ digital narratives 
• Encourage student ePortfolio blogging 
• Develop the use of peer assessment as an essential element of all learning 

 
 
 
 
Students at this 
school have been 
using the cLc to 
sharing their feelings 
using video blogs, 
allowing learners 
opportunities to share 
personal digital 
stories. Students 
have also set up their own voting system using the 
survey tool to vote for their year 10 representatives on the school council giving every 
student an opportunity to serve rather than what can be perceived as a hand picked elite. 
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Student Voice and Choice 
 

 
 

 
 
In this example, Year 4 primary 
students are shown navigating 
their own learning paths within 
a unit of work concerning natural phenomena. The learning objectives were not ‘content’ 
dependent so the teachers used discussion forums as part of their toolkit so that the children 
could explore their options in order to give them ownership of the curriculum. This has 
proven particularly powerful when working with both disaffected learners and learners whose 
personal experience lies outside the traditional curriculum. The teacher allowed students to 
form groups looking at each phenomenon. The cLc was then used to publish resources and 
findings and students were encouraged to interrogate each other’s work and look for links 
with their own. 

 
This school has 
developed a student 
run magazine that is 
published to 72 
schools in Hong 
Kong, the UK and 
Mainland China. 
The students have 
organised 
themselves into an 
editorial team and 
they are given 
curriculum time to 
develop their ideas. 
The Hong Kong 
students are 

allowed to miss some of their Mandarin classes as 
their teachers see the value of students having 
real reasons to write for real audiences and about 
material that is significant to them. 
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Student Voice and Choice 
 
 

 
Sample articles from Issue 1: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The eMagazine 
includes discussion 
forums, surveys, polls 
and multimedia clips. 
The students are also 
monitoring their 
readership by tracking 
hits on each page of 
the magazine. Access 
to a global audience 

means that the students are now inviting articles from each of the 72 schools in the 
UniServity ‘Towards the Olympics’ project. Their success has also earned them an invitation 
to the Launch of the UniServity / British Council ‘Climate Cool’ Project where they will be 
working with journalists from The South China Morning Post and Hong Kong’s TVB television 
channel. 
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Student Voice and Choice 
 
This example shows a school in West Berkshire confident in its use of the cLc and where 
student voice is a highly valued resource. The students have been asked to comment on the 
organisation of their school and the quality of teaching, learning opportunities and 
assessment. 
 
 


