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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 3: Blurring the distinctions between formal and informal learning 

 
The UniServity cLc gives learners the freedom to work anywhere and at anytime, The cLc 
enables learners to make use of social technologies that they currently use informally, yet 
very effectively at home. The following ideas and examples show how the UniServity cLc 
helps to support this approach: 
 
Podcasting / audio 
 
Ideas: Record stories and children’s own written and musical compositions for sharing and 
evaluation on the cLc. Speaking and listening activities at KS1- record rhymes, songs and 
games for playback at home. Record lessons and conversations in modern foreign 
languages. Allow students to discuss ideas or add sound files to blogs. Provide a voice to 
SEN students. Download free software such as ‘Audacity’ http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ to 
support story telling and broadcasting. 
 

 
 
Students from a Beijing 
High School produced a 
podcast of Chinese 
poetry, uploaded it onto 
their Learning Platform 
and shared it with their 
cLc partner school in 
the UK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 students learned how 
to add sound and voice to 
PowerPoint presentations.  
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Blurring the distinctions between formal and informal learning 
 
Digital video / video conferencing 
 
Ideas: Talking heads/ voxbox sharing views on topical issues. Record performances for 
review, analysis or celebration. E.g Gymnastics, athletics master classes, school plays and 
ceremonies. Record opinions at conferences and events to get immediate responses from 
participants. Produce scripts for partner schools to perform and produce to your direction. 
Record moments that are otherwise difficult to capture such as the use of robotics, dance, 
and drama. 
 

 
Students at St John Fisher Catholic High 
School Pod casting their GCSE French 
oral files. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

These Year 3 students have been 
using ‘Audacity’ to    record the start 
of their scary stories whilst working 
on developing their story writing 
skills. They recorded their voices and 
added sound effects to music to 
create atmosphere and suspense. 
The music teacher at this Hong Kong 
school shares the children’s 
performances in a ‘Virtual Concert 
Hall’. This has added benefits as the 
children can move the recordings to 
their ePortfolios to show progress 
over time. 
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Blurring the distinctions between formal and informal learning  
 

 
 
In this example, Year 1 students have been 
engaged in online speaking and listening 
activities using a UniServity Flash template 
to video-conference with children in other 
classes. 
 

 
 
These Year 6 students have used the cLc 
to chart their progress through a 3 day 
unit using Robolab. They have inserted 
images and video clips into custom pages 
showing their progress and the 
development of their ideas over time. 
These pages were then forwarded to the 
individual student’s ePortfolios for further 
reflection and comments from their peers. 
 
 

Students at Stoke Dameral Community 
College have been sharing their thoughts 
using video blogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This teacher has downloaded a free version of Swish 
Presenter to capture PowerPoint slides of her 
children’s tapestries for presentation on the class home 
page. 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 4: The Teacher as Sole Knowledge Provider 
 
When students have access to vast quantities of information at their fingertips they need to 
be educated to be critical consumers of knowledge. The teacher can no longer present 
limited views of the world and how it works. Students need access to levels of expertise 
previously seldom seen in the classroom and skills to critically analyse the information they 
are presented with. By opening up the world of industry, inviting parents and the community 
to take part and extending learning outside of familiar territories, the learners experience is 
immediately enhanced. Using learning partners, for example, parents, industry experts or 
other schools from around the world, teachers are able to extend the learning opportunities 
beyond their own specialism and invite the experts to set projects and give new dimensions 
on particular learning objectives. This expertise can be shared across schools. The following 
ideas and examples show how the UniServity cLc helps support this approach: 
 
The benefits of using experts to supplement teaching : 
 

• Giving students access to experts other than the teacher through the use of 
forums, custom pages, blogs and extended communities 

• Giving students editorial rights or ownership of their own communities 
• Encouraging students as experts. Giving them access to communities where they 

can share their own expertise. 
• Sharing expertise across classes or federations of schools (See Holocaust Project 

Section 2) 
• Creating user accounts for experts and significant learning partners (E.g 14-19 

work experience employers) 
• Tapping into the expertise within the existing school community. E.g parents, 

advisors, governors, librarians. (See Section 1 – Parents as Partners in Learning) 
• Setting permissions for students to view and publish to each others ePortfolios 
• Peer mentoring. E.g transition units 
• Vertical collaboration within and across schools. 
• Teachers sharing skills and expertise. 

 
Co-construction 
 

• Creating opportunities for students to construct their own learning. 
• Offering students space to publish, share ideas and pursue lines of enquiry 
• Using ePortfolios as collaborative desktops 

 
 
Students at West Island School, Hong Kong 
teaching UK students Mandarin. Many of the 
schools involved in this project did not have 
Chinese Departments so all of the learning was 
informal and its success is in part attributed to 
the fact that the language development was 
based upon what students needed and wanted 
to learn rather than an enforced curriculum.  
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The Teacher as Sole Knowledge Provider 

 
 
The Elmbridge 14-19 
Consortium uses the 
cLc to create an 
extended community of 
seven schools and 
colleges to meet the 
needs of Elmbridge 14-
19 learners more 
effectively. 
 
 

 
 
A student used his ePortfolio to 
record his work experience 
placement. His employers were 
given usernames and log-in 
details so that they could 
contribute to his work experience 
blog by offering feedback and 
support and supplying his 
teachers in school with evidence 
of his achievements. All students 
involved had access to each 
others blogs and were 
encouraged to support each 
other. 
 

 
 

 
In this example, students 
have been given access to a 
Dr of Law who is debating 
legal scenarios and points of 
law. 
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The Teacher as Sole Knowledge Provider 
 

 
Year 5 students at this school were 
connected to an architect and 
Commercial Interior designer to 
support their work in art, design 
and technology and IT. Time is no 
longer a barrier as the 
professionals can work both 
synchronously and asynchronously 
at times to suit all participants. The 
professionals were given editing 
rights to the ‘Design for Living’ 
community.  
 

         
 
They supported the teachers in 
setting a design brief and used 
forums to help the children to solve 
problems. The experts acted as 
both client and mentor offering 
support and assessments of the 
children’s work. 
 
Custom pages were added to 
share details of buildings which 
might influence the children’s 
designs. The two professionals 
used custom pages to model the  
creative process using buildings  
they had designed themselves. 
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The Teacher as Sole Knowledge Provider  
 
 
In this example, some Year 3 
students were given access to a wide 
range of experts to support their 
writing. They had to apply for a range 
of jobs, seek help in solving crimes 
and consider the work that each 
professional did. Later in the project 
they also had help from a forensics 
expert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff at St Nicolas Junior School have been making use of the expertise that exists in their 
parent community. This parent, a marine biologist and conservationist, answered pupils’ 
questions, such as “Do sharks eat dolphins?” 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 5: The Teacher as the Principal Audience for a Student’s Work 
 
If students are to be active, discerning consumers of knowledge, collaborating with a wide 
and diverse community of learning partners, they must be empowered to make use of what 
they learn about knowledge, and the way that it is presented, in their own work. It is no 
longer acceptable for the sole audience of the student’s work to be the teacher in the 
classroom. As collaborators, just as they consume, they must also process and publish the 
knowledge, which they construct for equally wide and diverse audiences. The cLc presents 
students with a hitherto unheard of audience drawn from within their own class, the wider 
school community, their family and friends as well as other learners and experts drawn from 
different communities around the world.  Without this audience there will be no authentic 
learning, no authentic assessment, fewer reasons to write, a greatly reduced focus when 
processing and presenting information and far fewer opportunities for learning. The following 
ideas and examples show how the UniServity cLc helps support this approach: 
 

• Make links with other schools 
• Allow cross year band collaboration 
• Open communities to learners from different year groups 
• Insist that all that is produced has an identified purpose and audience. 
• Use surveys to research the needs of your audience prior to commencing any 

tasks and again to assess how closely those needs are met on completion 
• Use audiences as valuable assessors (See Authentic Learning) 
• Carefully consider the parameters you set with regards to visibility of 

ePortfolios 
• Give learners editing rights to communities so that they can publish their work 

and seek feedback from target audiences 
• Encourage the use of digital narratives in students’ ePortfolios. 

 
 
A typical secondary 
school ePortfolio. This 
student has reflected on 
his learning and selected 
resources and learning 
conversations to publish 
to different parties. His 
work experience folder is 
visible to his teacher, 
employer and peers. 
His training folder is 
published to teachers 
only as it contains INSET 
materials that  
he has produced to 
support their use of the cLc. His French folder is published to a group of friends with whom 
he is collaborating to produce a video on their favourite music. Dan’s teacher carefully 
considered her use of the settings in User Directory Security. She has set the parameters so 
that Dan has an appropriate range of audiences to work with. 
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The Teacher as the Principal Audience for a Student’s Work 

 
Students at West Island School, Hong 
Kong are part of the Towards the 
Olympics Project which connects 32 
UK secondary schools with schools in 
Hong Kong and Mainland China. With 
such a diverse audience these students 
have been given time, permissions and 
space to build their own communities 
and to construct an international 
student eMagazine. The magazine has 
features in English, Manadarin and 
Cantonese and available to student in 
all the schools involved in this 
groundbreaking collaborative project in 
conjunction with the Specialist Schools 
and Academies Trust in the UK. 
(SSAT) 
 
 

 
 
The magazine 
meets the needs of 
the diverse audience 
by presenting all 
information in 
English and 
Cantonese and even 
in Mandarin where 
necessary. The 
students have also 
added sound 
files and 
video clips to 
make the 
community 
more 
engaging. 
Forums and 
surveys 
make the 
work 
interactive. 
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The Teacher as the Principal Audience for a Student’s Work 
 

 
 
Teachers at this Primary school recognise 
that even their youngest learners recognise 
the significance of the audiences that the 
cLc allows them to reach. Capitalising on 
this understanding will raise standards. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Bangkok City Of Life 
Project saw learners from 
Thailand, Hong Kong and 
the UK producing Photo 
Stories for a global 
audience. 
 
 
 

This school has created an 
opportunity for year 4 
students to collaborate on 
story writing. One child 
wrote a starter with an initial 
dilemma. Other children 
then added a variety of 
resolutions before the 
author of the first section 
added links to make the 
story interactive for the    
reader. 

 
 
 
                      
 
 
 
 

In this example, 6 year old 
children have been publishing 
their work on the Inuit to 
students from an Inuit 
community school in Northern 
Canada. Access to this 
audience allowed them to 
access primary evidence and to 
validate their own research. 


