
                                                                     

Today, over 1.5 million global learners, teachers and parents are discovering the 
educational benefits of the UniServity cLc Learning Platform. The following ideas and 
examples showcase how the cLc is removing barriers and creating new opportunities 
for learning. More examples of how the cLc is enhancing teaching and improving 
learning outcomes can be found at www.cLcsuccess.com.  If you would like to share 
and add a Best Practice example of using the cLc, we would be delighted to hear from 
you. Please contact sean.hunt@uniservity.com 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                

Section 1:       Parental involvement 
• Keeping parents informed 
• Parent Voice 
• Parents as partners in learning 

 
Section 2:           Classrooms: redefining learning communities 

• Transition 
• Collaboration between classes in the same year band 
• Vertical collaboration with classes across year bands 
• Collaboration within networks of schools 
• Professional learning communities 
• Global collaboration projects 

Section 3:       Blurring the distinctions between formal and informal learning 
• Web 2.0 
• Pod casting 
• Video conferencing 

 
Section 4:           The Teacher as sole knowledge provider 

• Benefiting from the use of experts other than the teacher 
• Learning to Learn 
• Co-construction 

 
Section 5:           The teacher as the principal audience for a student’s work 

• Peer and self assessment 
• Authentic assessment 
• Providing access to wider audiences 

 
Section 6:       Breaking free of the timetable and the constraints of a school day 

•   Making anywhere anytime learning a reality 
 
Section 7:            Authentic Learning: authenticity and purpose 

• Problem solving 
• Enquiry based learning 

 
Section 8:            Personalised Learning 

• Learning to learn 
• Teach less: learn more 
• Creating autonomous / independent learners 
• Student ownership of the learning process 
• Gifted and talented/ SEN 

 
Section 9:            Student Voice and Choice 

• Students determining their own learning pathways 
• Giving students a voice: learner democracy 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                

Section 1: Parental Involvement 
 
The involvement of parents as partners in learning is crucial to raising standards. In these 
examples you will see how parents can become more active in their relationship with their 
child and the school. Their relationship with learning will change as they benefit from visibility 
to their child’s learning, access to other parents via their own collaborative communities and 
enhanced communication with the school. These examples show parents as co-constructors 
of knowledge, experts, audiences and assessors. They are part of the learning process 
rather than observers from the sidelines. The following ideas and examples show how the 
UniServity cLc helps support this approach: 
 
Parent Voice 
 
Ideas: Post draft policy documents on the cLc for parent viewing. Their thoughts can be 
shared and captured using discussion forums. Post weekly newsletters so that parents can 
stay informed. Create parent specific groups. E.g. a PTA area on the cLc. 
 

In a well-developed Parent’s area of the platform, Clearwater 
Bay School created a group page on Internet Safety. Parents 
were given access to resources and guidance on keeping their 
children safe at home. A discussion forum allowed parents to 
share their thoughts on a draft school Internet Acceptable use 
policy document at the consultation stage 
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Parents as Partners in Learning 
 
Ideas: Invite parents to join in discussion forums where their input can be significant. E.g. All 
parents could participate in a debate on smoking or a discussion on significant moments in 
history. Invite parents to share their experiences through surveys and custom pages. E.g 
Holidays taken in the past. Share resources and training materials for parents to use at home 
to support their children’s learning. The following are examples of how the cLc can support 
this approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this example, Year 4 students using the cLc constructed a survey for parents to gather 
their feedback from ‘Rainforest Awareness Day’ held in the school. The students regularly 
survey their parents as they see them as useful assessors of their work as well as an 
audience with whom they are only too happy to share. 
 
 
In this example, Year one 
children have been learning 
from the experiences of their 
parents when learning about 
toys in the past. 
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Parents as Partners in Learning 
 

 
In this year 2 class, parents 
and grandparents have 
been sharing their 
photographs and memories 
of holidays in the past. 
Pupils were intrigued to 
learn how grandparents 
took ships to far-flung 
corners of the globe  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In this example, the class teacher has recorded her whiteboard lessons on synthetic 
phonics and placed them onto the cLc for parents to follow up with their children at home. 
She has also supplied parents with their own parent support forum so that they can share 
ideas with each other and resources such as CVC cards and camera words have been 
made available to download at home. 
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Parents as Partners in Learning 
 
At Memorial School, Year 12 students inviting parents and grandparents to share their views 
on and experiences of the partition of India. The students concerned consulted their families 
in India, Pakistan and the UK, gaining insight from Muslim, Hindu and Sikh families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above are just a few examples of how the UniServity cLc Learning Platform is breaking down 
the traditional barriers to learning and involving parents more proactively in their child’s 
education. More examples are found on the cLc support site at www.clcsuccess.com  
 

“Parents should be seen as vital partners in a child’s education, as not only can  
they help making sure homework is in on time and in giving a child vital coaching  

and advice out of school hours, but they also determine the child’s home 
environment, where children spend much of their waking hours” 

                                                                                                            DCSF (DfES) 
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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Section 2: Classrooms: redefining learning communities 
 
The classroom has traditionally been the place where learning has been expected to take 
place. Students are rigidly grouped according to chronological age and are consequently 
limited in their access to appropriate learning partners from suitably diverse backgrounds. 
The audience and assessor for most of their output is the teacher. As Lemke once said: “It 
takes a village to educate a child”. UniServity supports schools in breaking down the walls of 
the classroom to make the village bigger and installing the learner at its centre. The following 
ideas and examples show how the cLc helps support this approach.  
 
Transition 
 

•    Primary pupils develop their ePortfolios and through a process of selection and 
reflection, publish examples of work including learning conversations to their new 
teachers 

• Year 6 students given access to the secondary school’s cLc from September and 
start to become familiar with the high school life and identity. 

• Year 6 and 7 students share experiences of change at the start of September and 
continue to have peer discussions at regular intervals throughout the year culminating 
in visits and buddy / mentor arrangements on entry to year 7 

• Dynamically linking schools together using the cLc means that secondary teachers 
can set work for year 6 students. Teachers can share planning and resources and 
transition projects can be distributed across feeder schools. 

• Secondary schools can host master classes and booster classes for students where 
appropriate. 

 
Leyland St Mary’s used some of its Specialist School community funding to create a 
Connected Learning Community, which included its feeder primaries. Link activities that were 
often limited by geography, transport and materials were more easily accessed. 
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Transition 
 

 
In this example a series of primary 
schools are engaged in a transition 
unit based upon the book 
Kensuke’s Kingdom. 
 
One teacher could provide 
resources for the whole network  
of schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The forum on the right shows 
children from Westende Junior 
School getting ready to move 
school and sharing their fears and 
concerns with year 7 students at 
The Holt School. 

 
 
Using the cLc, Primary students were 
set an exercise in probability by their 
secondary teacher as part of their 
‘Year 7 Passport’ Transition work. 
 
The teacher used the task tool to  
‘push’ work to all year 6 students in  
the project. 
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Collaboration  
 
Consider the membership of each Group in your school. Adding additional profile sets, 
requesting partnerships or opting to join one of UniServity’s global projects can greatly 
enhance the learning experiences of all users. Global collaboration puts students in touch 
with learners who traditionally would not be able to come together for short and long-term 
learning. This presents particularly strong opportunities for geography and MFLs whilst also 
adding cultural diversity to all curriculum areas. 
 

• Allow students in the parallel classes or tutor groups to collaborate on issues. This 
serves to increase the number of available learning partners and can support 
reductions in teacher workload. 

• Vertical collaboration across traditional year groupings can be very effective. We 
know children of all ages learn from each other in the playground and at home so we 
now need to provide them with the same opportunities in school. 

• Collaboration across networks of schools allow savings in workload and open up the 
learning experiences to a wider audience, a greater variety of collaborators and 
opinions from different catchments including social, religious and ethnic groups. 

 
 
Collaboration between classes in the same year band 
 
Wilmslow High School and Sports College Year 10 students share their reactions to a set 
text ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’. 
 

 
Vertical collaboration with      
classes across year bands 
 
Year 4 students at this school 
designed a series of surveys to 
establish the needs of their Year 1 
audience when creating a big book. 
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Collaboration within networks of schools 
 

 
South Ribble Learning 
Community of schools 
collaborated on ‘The 
Holocaust Project’. 
Students in all schools 
had access to a greatly 
increased pool of 
learning partners and an 
increased number of 
teacher ‘experts’ to work 
with. Each teacher 
focused on just one 
aspect of the project 
thus benefiting from 
workload savings. 
 
 
 

 
 
Professional learning communities 
 
The English Schools Foundation in Hong Kong is made up of 17 
schools with 13,000 active cLc users. Their 3, 500 active learning 
communities allow expertise to be shared from within and beyond the 
foundation. Action research, moderation of standards, subject based 
communities, SENCO’s and Librarian networks are just a few of those 
on offer. 
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Global collaboration projects 
 
This class of Year 2 students were connected with an Inuit community in Northern Canada 
when studying an alternative geographical location. Forums were used by both groups of 
students to validate their research about each other’s communities. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      

  
 
 
 
Students and parents in 3 countries collaborated on the UniServity 
‘Our Future’ Project sharing ideas about what should be included in 
a time capsule. Pupils found this to be a really interesting and 
thought-provoking project, sharing their ideas about what life will 
be like in their countries and around the world in 50 years! 
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Global collaboration projects  
 
The award winning UniServity 
Project “Bangkok; City of Life: 
Hong Kong; Asia’s World City” 
saw Hong Kong and Thai 
students collaborating to address 
misconceptions about each 
other’s cities. The students 
worked in groups to establish 
misconceptions and then 
produce 2 minute movies for 
their audience abroad. Experts 
from the travel industry, 
illustrators, and photographers 
supported them. 
 
 

 
As Great Britain prepares for the 
2012 Games, learners in 75 
schools in Beijing, Hong Kong 
and around the UK share their 
preparations for 2008 and their 
understanding of the Olympic 
Ideals. In July 2007 a group of 
134 UK pupils and teachers 
visited their partner schools in 
Beijing and Hong Kong for a 10 
day pupil-led Sport and Cultural 
Festival based on the ‘Towards 
the Olympics’ project. 
 

 
The British Council / UniServity 
‘Climate Cool’ Project connects 
learners from around the world to 
explore the issues around climate 
change. This groundbreaking 
project gives learners the 
opportunity to share their 
thoughts with experts in their 
field, decision makers and 
leading universities. Further 
examples of UniServity 
collaborative projects can be 
found at the cLc support site 
www.cLcsuccess.com 
 
 


