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Harrogate Ladies’ College is an independent day and boarding school.  In total it has over 615 pupils.  The College is, in fact, a group of schools.  The pre-prep department, Bankfield, and the prep department, Highfield, are coeducational, providing continuous education for boys and girls from the ages of 2 to 11.  They provide outstanding education to all our pupils.
Over half our pupils are in College, the 11 to 18 section of the School which is for girls only.  Almost half of these girls are boarders.  The Sixth Form is made up of over 140 girls.  There are four Boarding Houses.  With the exception of Tower House, which is for Year 13 pupils, they are located on the main campus and are arranged vertically with girls aged 10 to 17.  The College is situated on the Duchy of Lancaster estate, which is 10 minutes’ walk from the centre of Harrogate.

There is a broad curriculum in the College and many departments benefit from specialist resource areas; these include Design and Technology suite, Food Technology suite, Science block, Music House, Sports Hall and swimming pool.  A major innovation in 2010 was the opening of our HLC Business School where Business, Accounting, Economics and Psychology are taught by specialist teachers.  Girls currently have a choice of over 22 GCSE and 26 A Level subjects.  Class sizes are small.
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The College is proud of its varied extra-curricular programme and all staff are expected to contribute to an area of expertise or interest.  Activities range from the Duke of Edinburgh award and LEAP Scheme to Amateur Radio, Animal Club, Handicrafts Club and the Modern Languages Film Society to name but a few.  In addition there is a very strong tradition of musical and sporting events and the school regularly competes at national level in lacrosse.
The School places great emphasis on pastoral care; each girl is assigned to an academic day house on entry to the School and registration takes place in small form groups with most teachers acting as form tutors.  As a boarding school, we welcome applications from teachers interested in the boarding side of school life.
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The College is a non-smoking environment.
The School pays full regard to DCSF guidance “Safer Recruitment and Selection in Education settings” June 2005 and “Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education” January 2007.  All successful candidates must undertake enhanced Criminal Records Bureau checks.

Please find below further information about the School and Harrogate and District or visit our website at www.hlc.org.uk. 
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The town of Harrogate, renowned from the eighteenth century for the healing qualities of its spa waters, has now transformed itself into one of the country’s leading conference and exhibition venues.  With its blend of traditional and modern, Harrogate offers visitors and residents excellent restaurants, shopping and accommodation, combined with a cultural history which is second to none.  It is still possible to relax in the Victorian Turkish Baths or visit the Royal Pump Rooms whilst knowing that the town enjoys excellent road and rail links to Leeds and London and has 3 major airports, Leeds/Bradford, Newcastle and Doncaster, nearby.  Manchester Airport is 90 minutes away.  Harrogate offers a rich and varied programme of Theatre, Music and Art, which is complemented by the vibrant and thriving cities of Leeds and York, both only 20 miles away.  Its location on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales National Park means that some of the most beautiful and spectacular scenery in the country are on its doorstep.  It is no surprise that, according to a recent local government survey, Harrogate district residents’ satisfaction levels are higher than both the national figure and that for North Yorkshire as a whole, Harrogate is consistently ranked in the top 10 in surveys of the best places to live in the United Kingdom.

Founded in 1893, Harrogate Ladies’ College is situated in a quiet residential area of Harrogate, only ten minutes' walk from either the town centre or open countryside. The School's boarding houses are all set in their own gardens.
There is a Sixth Form centre which offers a variety of leisure activities. Upper Sixth Formers have their own boarding house with a greater degree of personal responsibility and freedom. The School has a Christian Foundation and its own chapel. There are high achievements in sports, especially in Lacrosse, and in Art and Music.  The Chapel Choir is particularly noted. There is substantial interest in the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme. 

External examination results in 2011 were excellent, with the School achieving the best A*-A grades at A level (50%) and GCSE (61.11%) in Harrogate.  There is a consistent record of success at Oxbridge level and over 90% of our Upper Sixth Leavers secured their first or second choice, many of which are Russell Group universities.
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